


Synopsis: 

USES OF THE 17ȼ PREXIE 
 

Purpose: This first-time exhibit will demonstrate the surprisingly wide variety of ways in 

which the 17 cent Prexie stamp could be utilized on covers, wrappers, labels, and documents to 

pay rates to domestic and foreign destinations. Both solo uses and multiple uses are shown. 

 

Scope: The exhibit is limited to items with one or more 17 cent prexie stamps but no other 

denominations.  

  

Treatment: The items are organized as described on the title page.  The description of each 

item shows the date sent, the rate paid, and the time period for which the rate or rates were in 

effect.  Some fourth-class items are undated, but the time period in which they were used can 

often be extrapolated by the zone and amount paid. 

 

Knowledge, study, research:  I have been collecting, studying, and researching prexies for the 

last thirty-five years, and been a member of the United States Stamp Society Prexie Study 

Group. 

 

Rarity: There is no census information available. When I state that an item is “the only one 

reported” it is the collective knowledge and experience of  myself and others Prexie students 

such as Bob Hohertz, Louis Fiset, Jeff Shapiro, Chip Briggs, Steve Suffet, Mike Ley etc.  They 

have all been given the opportunity to weigh in on these items.  The highly regarded Bob 

Hohertz website listed in the references illustrates eight solo uses.  This exhibit shows twelve 

all-different solo uses and thirteen multiple uses.  Bob has requested scans of many of these 

items to make his website up to date. 

 

Condition:  When there is a choice, the finest condition possible is shown.  Some items are 

unique or nearly so.  In such cases the condition is what it is and has to be accepted. 
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