


Iceland’s Number-in-Circle (NIC) Cancels, 1903–1960 — Synopsis 

Purpose. To document the development, mobility, and rarity of Iceland’s brefhirðing (BH) 
(receiving office) NICs, emphasizing their role in identifying remote postal activity during the 
formative years of the national mail network. 

Historical Overview. Introduced April 1903, NICs were assigned to BH locations 
alphabetically by the supervising District Post Offices to replace previous “Crown & Posthorn” 
cancellers and resolve use issues.  Devices were portable, often reassigned as postal needs 
shifted.  Use persisted—sometimes decades—until bridge cancels official replaced them 
beginning in 1930. 

Scale of Issue. 

• 300 numbers used on 310 devices at 538 locations (487 farms, 31 villages, 17 boats, 6 
islands) 

• First 173 NICs assigned by supervising District Post Offices (1903) 
• NICs 174-300 entered into service “as needed in subsequent years 
• Four types of NICs  -  N1a 1-200; N1b questionable 39’s; N1c 201-210 plus 

replacements 32, 39, 145 & 180; & N2 211-300 plus replacements 82, 117, 144 & 178 
purchased at various times between 1903 - 1935  

• Earliest use: 1903; latest recorded: 1960s–70s 

Treatment & Plan 

• Historical background information 
• NICs 1 – 173 examples assigned in 1903 by the supervising District Post Offices 
• NICs 174 – 300 examples assigned in subsequent years – when & where as needed  
• Symbol used to call attention to important supplemental NIC facts 
• Bold type used to identify NIC’s BH location at time of cancel on stamp/cover 
• Maroon type used for significant supplemental NIC use or location information 
• Bold type in section for NICs 174 – 300 used to indicate when NIC placed in service  

Rarity Profile. 

• Number of known strikes on stamps and covers 
• 43 NICs: no recorded covers                                                                                            
• 139 NICs: 1–3 known covers  
• 77 NICs: 4–7 known covers 
• 22 NICs: 10+ known covers 
• Most common strike: NIC 105 (199 strikes on stamps & 16 on covers) 
• Most covers: NIC 215 (21 covers) 

Exhibit Highlights: 

• symbol used to annotate new discoveries significantly enhancing the NIC field of 
knowledge 

• surrounded by a blue border 



Exhibit Contribution.  

• Material shown includes: 252 NICs from 292 locations, with 13 newly recorded strikes 
not available to Sigurjónsson (2016) and numerous additional “known” examples added 
to the data base represented in Sigurjónsson’s books.  Emphasis is placed on device 
movement, geographic isolation, postal necessity, NIC rarity & expanded “known” 
data base. 

• Significance. NICs provide the only postal evidence for many farms and seasonal 
settlements during the period of 1903 - 1930.  Their mobility—some devices moved up 
to seven times; some traversed the country —makes them a uniquely challenging and 
revealing field of Icelandic postal history. 

Exhibit Changes: 

• Incorporated Judge’s feedback comments: provide information about mail routes; 
enhance & clarify section headings; delete stamp issue dates; reduce number of examples 
of the same NIC that doesn’t add additional information 

• Remounted exhibit on double wide paper 
• Added 18 new covers; 16 new NIC numbers; 4 new violent ink cancels; 13 new 

discoveries; a fourth frame  
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