


 

 

Fort Delaware Prisoner of War - Single Frame Exhibit – 1862 to 1865    
                                                                

Purpose of the exhibit: To acquaint the reader with the chronicle of the fascinating/significant period of the 
U.S./Confederate postal systems from 1862 to 1865 involving Fort Delaware POW prison near Delaware City 
DE.  This is the largest display ever assembled showing the Fort Delaware POW postal history uses. For your 
information, the earliest known cover from Fort Delaware is shown on Chapter III, Page 6. 
  
Why now? It has taken a long-time to feel skillful enough as a U.S. postal historian to tell this fairly 
multifarious philatelic/postal history tale effectively.  As an exhibitor of many years, I only recently became 
comfortable in presenting this subject in an accurate & concise manner.   
  
Plan of the exhibit: The four chapters portray the distinctive rates/routes/ and markings from (or to) the prison. 
Each chapter begins with a heading indicating the subject destinations such as “To Southern States”. 
  
Condition & Rarity:  Items of importance are outlined in red.  Please keep in mind that most covers in the 
exhibit exceed 153 years of age; condition, while usually very attractive, age and wartime mail handling does 
play a factor in their appearance.  Also, every attempt has been made to utilize small-town 
destinations/originations. 
  
Difficulty of acquisition:  Fort Delaware POW covers total census is 244. The exhibit shows an 
astounding 34 covers or 15% of the known covers in the census. 
  
Importance:  This is possibly the 1st exhibit attempt (in memory) to present this difficult to acquire and 
historically epic Civil War’s Fort Delaware POW covers.  The story of Civil War POW mail is historically 
important and profoundly philatelically significant. 
 
Philatelic Knowledge: The exhibitor has tried to study as many publications as available on the subject as well 
as asking the key people in the Civil War/POW field of postal history the appropriate questions.  I have 
contacted or read the following notable philatelists:  Patricia Kaufmann, Robert Swed, Galen Harrison, Scott 
Trepel, Charles Shreve, Mark Schwartz, William Schultz, Phil Bansner, Don Tocher, Abner Doubleday, and 
many others including the Fort Delaware Society Director.  
 
Organization: 
Chapter I – Mail to the Southern States 
Chapter II - Mail to the Border States 
Chapter III - Mail to the Northern States 
Chapter IV - Incoming Mail to Fort Delaware 
Epilogue 
 
Note: On August 20, 1864 a chosen group of 600 Confederate Officers (“The Immortal Six Hundred”) were 
transferred from Fort Delaware to Morris Island in Charleston Harbor to be held in open barracks as “human 
shields”.  None of the covers in the exhibit are from “The Immortal 600” Confederate Prisoners, according to a 
listing in the book “The Immortal Six Hundred” by Major J. Ogden Murray (One of the Six Hundred) The Eddy 
Press Corporation, 1905.  
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